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sense he saw the ridiculous weakness which must be produced
by the separation of the executive from the legislative power.
But his arguments were quite in vain. The leaders of the
Convention wfere as much afraid of having the ministers
chosen among their own body as the leaders of the Constituent
Assembly had been, and after a strong speech in opposition by
the ex-Constituant Larevellifere-Lepaux, Danton's motion was
passed over. Immediately afterwards the ministry was reconsti-
tuted in the old fashion. Garat was elected Minister of the In-
terior, which office he had administered since Roland's resignation,
and Gohier became Minister of Justice in the place of Garat.

Difficulties increased and grew up around the Convention.
On March 18 Barere brought up a report on the troubles which
had broken out in La Vendee as the result of the levy of
300,000 men, and on the 21st arrived the more terrible news
of the defeat of Dumouriez at Neerwinden. The general had
determined to strike another blow for Belgium, and trusted
that the spirit of his troops, which had won him the victory at
Jemmappes, would again be successful But the spirit of the
troops was now very different, their discipline had not been
improved by their peaceful sojourn in Belgium ; and whereas
at Jemmappes they had carried the Austrian position by storm,
at Neerwinden they were defeated at every point by the
Prince of Coburg, and lost four thousand men.

This news of the 21st brought about two important
measures. Jean Debry, on behalf of the Diplomatic Committee,
proposed that all strangers should be expelled from France
within eight days who could not give a good reason for their
residence, and on the same evening the Committee of General
Defence was reorganized and placed on another footing. This
committee had come into existence in January, 1793. It
originally consisted of twenty-one members, who were not
directly elected by the Convention, but were chosen from the
seven most important committees.1 But now, after the news
of Neerwinden, a powerful committee was directly elected.

'  It consisted of twenty-four members, and the first committee
1 See Appendix YIL